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1. Why I wrote Number 43

2. Why is the No. 43 Musical important to today's South Africa?

3. Why you are you here tonight?

4. Why you?

Why I wrote Number 43

1. Document our history from our own perspective

2. Recognise those ordinary people who would never have been known, had it not 

been for Number 43

3. Deal with what I saw as an indictment on the people that operated from Swaziland. 

A good part of the liberation was fought and won by these people, some of whom 

are amongst us today. But none, or very little of this was documented

4. Every time one of these people passed on, they did so with a very big and delicate 

part of our history 

5. Give our generation, the next generation and future generations an opportunity to 

be proud of their history 

6. Number 43 is a profound story but it does not exist in isolation. There were many 

other houses and families that can tell similar stories. 



7. So, this is a story of ordinary people and a simple family who were at the heart of  

the struggle for the liberation of South Africa. This is what Jacques Pauw refers to  

as the “heart of the whore”, in his infamous book with the same title. 

8. Number 43 draws a parallel with Liliesleaf farm. Number 43 may not have been in 

existence for a century. But it has been in existence for a good part of this period...  

A good 46 years, from 1965.

9. So, its role in the celebration of this centenary, is most fitting

Why is the No. 43 Musical important to today's South Africa?

1. Appropriately celebrate half a century of an honest struggle. 

2. To celebrate a humble history that has the unique ability of rewriting itself. Since 

the Book was published, much recognition has eventualised. The house is now a 

historical site. UMagogo is a proud bearer of the Luthuli Award in Silver. The list is 

long.

3. To tell our history in song

4. To edge this history in stone, so that it shall never ever be forgotten. There is no 

better way of achieving this, given the fabric of the African people. It is said that.... 

“When we are happy, we sing. When we are sad, we sing. When one is born, we 

sing. Even when someone dies we sing.” 

5. When uMagogo died we sang. 

6. This may sound ironic, but we sang because we were happy. Happy that she had 

done her part. She ran a good mile. She completed he assignment in this world. 

7. By the time she left, she was deeply content with what she was leaving behind . 

She waited for the Book to be published and then gracefully and quietly bowed out  

of this world. 



8. Of course, we sang because we were sad. Sad that the good work she had started 

could easily and abruptly come to a halt, as none of us shared her grace, stature, 

passion and ability. We also sang because we were marking yet another important 

and probably essential turning point in our history. 

9. There still  will  be many turning points in this history. The making of the No. 43 

Musical  is  one  critical  turn.  One  that  will  hopefully  never  be  forgotten  for 

generations to come. One that will make this past century truly relevant to each 

and every of our lives - as well as for generations to come . 

10. This, hopefully, will be another point that will appropriately  popularise our history 

amongst the youth through a medium that resonates very well with this part of our 

society

Why you are you here tonight?

1. As representatives of both those who sacrificed and laid down their lives for our 

freedom over the 40 years of hardship and untold suffering at Number 43. 

2. To be part of the chorus of South Africans to pay resounding gratitude to the 100 

years of struggle for liberation. It still continues, in a slightly different yet complex 

form

3. Liberation in all it's facets

4. From political, to intellectual, to economic freedom, as well as to the power of self  

determination. 

5. To be part of the body of people that will be custodians as well as help to preserve 

our history, for those who will come after us. The preservation of this story, and 

many others, has been a direct function of all those who supported it, lived it, as 

well died for it. 



6. The future of this story will only see and experience support from the rest of the  

world, if and only if South Africa continues to recognise it. 

7. We  are  here  to  appeal  for  this  support  and  the  extension  of  the  generous 

mothering and fathering, over the years . It is only through your support that we will 

ensure that this story, and many more others, are deeply edged in stone and never 

ever forgotten.

Why you?

1. Because we have confidence that you will take the Number 43 story to heart and 

will be Ambassadors of this cause. 

2. Because we believe in you, your friendship, your partnership and your patriotism. 

3. Because you are special. 

4. We implore you to “Be Part of this Legacy!”

Siyathokoza!


