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 The story of Number 43 Trelawney Park; kwaMagogo has been told before 

 It has been written about extensively 

 People have read the book 

 People have lived the story 

 People have died as a result of the story 

 

  With the production of No. 43, we want this story to be told in song 

 There is no better way of preserving our history and deeply etching it in stone 

 It is extremely important that it resonates with the people of South Africa, the 

peoples of the region and the peoples of the world 

 Essentially, it is Important for the youth to fully understand and live this story. After 

all, it was inspired by a 6 year old and also told through the eyes of a young boy back 

then 

 

 The Partnership with uNgema is the best thing that has happened recently, to the 

Number 43 initiative 

 We want to share the experience we have gone through so far 

 In this short space of time, which is just about a year, we have relived Number 43 

 We have yet again been exposed to people from all walks of lives 

 We have recreated another Number 43, la kwaNgema  

 We eat together  

 We live together 

 We sing together 

 We plan together plotting the rise of this magnificent story 

 We educate each other, not only in the arts but also to be like a family 

 We are deeply dependent on each other 

 We do not fear the vulnerability this dependency is exposing us to, because, like in 

the past, it is based on a common interest 

 The common interest, is how to we keep the story alive  



 In the 40 years of Number 43 in the liberation struggle of South Africa, the common 

interest was the total liberation of our beloved South Africa 

 These objectives are undoubtedly complementary 

 

 The screaming question is how do we get the whole world to know about and 

embrace this story? 

 We need to live it, dream it if it needs be 

 Dream we shall 

 It is dreaming that has brought this far 

 As the saying goes, “If we want convert this dream to reality, we need to wake up” 

 That is what we have done 

 The partnership with uNgema has jolted us to action… towards the realisation of this 

dream 

 

 Today is a unique day. This is the day of Martin Luther King's famous "I have a dream 

speech" 

 This event takes place in the month that is essential in the life of Number 43, not 

only because it is Woman's Month in South Africa 

 During this month in 2006, uMagogo was first recognised by the President of South 

Africa, the Woman's League, the Premier of Mpumalanga and many other 

recignitions 

  Not only that.... this is a moth that bares a deep history for us as the extended 

family of Number 43. One that elicits mixed emotions, as below refleted: 

 

05 August 1925 According ID, UB’thongo is born in Middelburg, even though he strongly 
believes he was born the previous year  

 
09 August 1980 Bishop Mandlenkosi Zwane dies in a mysterious car accident, along the 

Mbabane-Manzini road 
 
August 1980 Dirk Coetzee joins the Vlakplaas unit, and later converts it from a place to 

rehabilitate terrorists to what it is now popular for  
 

11 August 1981  Voortrekkehoogter army base is attacked using rockets 

 
21 August 1982 King Sobhuza II dies and National mourning starts on August 24 and is 

subsequently laid to rest in Shiselweni 
 

13 August 1983  USibongile is born to uJoana and uNkosinathi 

 
09 August 1986 Last night at Number 43 with September, before his kidnap and defection 
 



12 August 1986 September and Humphrey are arrested in the Manzini city centre, next to 
the Spar supermarket 

 
14 August 1986 September is kidnapped from a Mankayane police station holding cells, in 

Swaziland 
 
16 August 1986 Ephesus House, in the Central Chambers building in Manzini, is broken into. 

A file containing names of students funded by Ephesus House was taken 
away from the premises 

 

04 August 1987  Swaziland records the biggest earth tremor in history 

 

August 1987 Khanyisile Bha Mbatha, dies in a car accident in Matsapha, while trying to 
shake off pursuers. Two people were injured 

 
14 August 1988 Jabu Shoke is attacked at his flat in Thokoza, Mbabane and escapes with 

serious bullet wounds  
 
August 1986 Arrest of September and Humphrey in the Manzini city center followed by 

the kidnap and desertion of September 
 
18 August 2012 UZakhele Sithole passes in on in Johannesburg, South Africa 
 

 

 This is your story 

 It is a story you can be proud of 

 The reason you are here tonight is because you have been carefully chosen 

 You are chosen to be Ambassadors of this dream 

 Go out and tell the story to the whole world 

 We shall all meet in celebration of all those who fell, on Opening Night, which be on 

the 5th of December 2012 

 

Siyathokoza! 

Be a Part of the Legacy! 


